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F«uii ic.\..Sp« cial rnblt" 11 -. .*,t !... from Louilon
t<> I iit 1 ihri'n'k aiinouuc4> that izrave anxii ty ex

ItM tu ii-irard to Afghan all.iir-, aud that Mr. Glad-
Hi.in's IrtWwdi Iiavc imt mh-uceded in making
mm Hi" Liberal leader.-Sir stallonl ttattb-
aaü aaa made a wt^mwm mmmm of the British
(»ovcniiiieiit, at LceiD.-^~ The Rhino is oartly
froaoa.. Saver «I WM .um oflicen have been ar-

Ti-sl««l on Mis-iiciou of tr« .im.ii.

IKi-Misil«.'..A ist it ion tor au investigation of
Delega'e ('niiMou's right tu a acut in ObSMIWia«Vkl
pieeu reeeivi. in \\ .i«oiiifftori i he is chargid with
haviusj aix wive*, asa One of the Cherokee Chiefs
says th«: tri "es in Indian Icrritorvare ready to op-
). -e a tcriitoual Goveriimeut bv force. Con-
KiesMuiu Yoorhis says the $10,(KM) note 'ouud
among h s papers v»as issued by Mr. \Ve«ter-
velt. :.rrr The steamer Maggie Hurkc, with
lUK) ball's of lotton. has be« u burned at Mobile. A'a.
i-Tis» yacht Henrietta has Lnsen disabled and is

loll ill in I be (lull Stream ; M. Say and family were

taken to Baltimore,
City 1KB BlIMIitUM Thg list of resident tnx-

payers oil persnnaJ proneriv is continued.
I .ptoin Williams, of the .Street-cleaning Depart-
incut, promisee to i lean Ncw-Yoik below Canal-st.
ti'-day. '1 ~ G-eorge Augustus tsala lectured
last night at Chicki ring Hall.-A woman was

robbed at Aston», ami an attempt was made to

murder her.-There was a hearing in the liewis
will esse in Jersey City. | tie Dairy Fair
has clostsiL :. Miss ll<>ward was the winner

tit the women's walking match.-. Gold Value of
the legal tender silver dollar 1112J-» grams) 87.U0
rents Stocks, after a decline, fluctuating and
closing irr gular and feverish.
Tnr \Vka i tiKif.. iRirr.mk local observations h>

dicate cisder clearmg weatbei, with slight chances
of M*m mow or rain, followed by clear or partly
(-load; weather. Thermometer yeste.day: Highest,
40°: towest, 93°; nv«-rare, tttl*«0.

No Kss tuau 3.10U I'iiil.idelplu.i p;trls sang
r*on*7s to General Giant yesterday, aud gave
him iM'tiqiiets. And yet they say be. is not
happy, and even accu-*o him ol wanting a

third term. .

Tur TuiBiM- toiili.'itti ¦ to-day, on the tenth
page oi this issue, its publication ol the |ier-
soiial tux lists. The list lurnishes additional
names ot thoise Inyaywn who ndniitted the
j.os*e..sion of personal property su>.j«ct to

tnxalioii, hut oh;.i n«il a reduction of the as-

aessueiil. Some points of misconception on

tire pirt of some of our readers ate also ex¬

plained.
The cable bring;« word from our London

coi it -p.mdent that the liiiuidlin movement to
lionoi the late Princo Imperial with Uemon-
atrations only B'-cond to those which commem¬

orated Prime Albert, has tiuietlv expiied.
Then- will be a statue, but not in tin- Aliia-v,
and the various uiiim ing memoiials thai were

fitojetled will not lie attempted. Tins is bet¬
ter, as second thought usually is. It would
not have been a kindness to the iiiemoiv of
one who was tneiely a brave boy and good
son to thrust him into a heroic niche, where
be did not belong.

The« seeker after rending matter that is not
of the work-day worlel surely cannot complain
of the tare that is provitled for him in this
Issue. A second instalment ol Mr. Congdoirs
entertaining reminisce use a London letter
which epitomizes the Duke of Argyll's iui-

preasions of America, a Pans letter describ¬
ing tin- great metropolis of luxury and fashion
aa it appears Lu Winter, a striking review of
a new novel, a sssrond " Georgia «Sketch,*' aud
othet things really too numerous to mention,
will suit the mood of tired men anil weduen
whose minds demand i< huu at ion while their
ImhIu-s are taking rest.

It was once remaiked that Charles Dickens
could write about a thice-legg. d «tooi in a

way that would delight the whole civili/ed
world, while msnj a wiser man could not
¦write about anything n. a way that would
please anybody. Sonn ihing of tho same

tbemgbt taaat be suggested by the disastrous
failure of Mr. Tennyson's little play in Loo-
don, which it waa fmpoaaible, as our spe cial
eahJo dieriwtrtMai show, tor even a friendly
auoVnce to receive kindly, {supreme in his
own art, the) Laureate has, in this ease at
Leaat, found tum seit utterly enable to cum-

Siaad the aneeesw which ao many smaller
a 11 tuts hawe achieved.

Readers of The Suwday Tubknk who hare
followed Mr. fttwtUey'e grapau» deaeriptious

of Mr. .;i;,(l-!(itn''« tour io tjeothind, wilf be
esüeiiallv interested n the auTiuiincement t-1-
cgr tphcd r.i us to-day, that the peipulur de¬
mand for tiladatone's leadership hau been de¬
feated, foi a time ut leant, by the pre*en1
mutiiti il heads of the party. As waa to he ex¬

pected, the great Lilveral chief would make ttt
personal effort toward hi* r«-stornUo". ami

Earl Oranville and Lord Harington, tho.se

eminently respectable, hut rather colorles* per*

sons, will remain in control. This decision
must chock the new enthusiasm of tlie Lilwr-
als, ami reurd the pro res* of the. party.

The announcement »!mt Cr,»taiu Williams
the new broom in .he Street Cleaning Bureau,
propo-e. i..-day to c|raT', the entire cty below

Canal-st., provided free zing weather doea not

intericre. will bring a flutter of hope to the
breast of NYw-Yorkers. It may be> that we

are to have clean street* at list, aud that tho
reign of mud is over. Hut those very citiarna
who will iitt up their hands in thankful¬
ness- for this dispensation have no conception
of the real condition of the city, much
a*, ihev suffer. They go to their business
either by the mid-nir railroad*) or along ave¬

nues which receive especial attention ut the
hands of the sweeper, and the streets in which
they live are piobabiv kept clean at their own
expense. The highways they know, but tho

byways Ihey do not know. They nitty dis¬
cover in Hie faithful description.*, given on

another page by Trhh nk reporter-*, the con¬

dition of tho neglected and the hulf-clcifned
«treels.and a edory of astonishing details it is.
There bus been no attempt in it at sensa¬

tionalism. The streets selected for the
bitgest share of oliaervalioo were liot
the irredcemablv filthy thoroughfare* cToae
by the rivers, but streets near the great
avenue*, which ran easily be kept clean, and
should be if the public health is to lie pro¬
tected at all. The result is a curious story of
tilth < ricrustcd street-, which the well-dressed
citiren never sees wncre tl.e dead cat waits
iu Tain for the rites of burial, tho sweepers
scarcely do more than give the dirr a fresh
stirring, and tho air is foul with poisonous
otiora and thick with ashes and dust. If Cap¬
tain Williams will be our Hercules in this
matter, he shall have better luck than the
ancient hero in getting his reward.

GJFTs WnBOUT MONKT,
What to do about Christinas t How manv

good (H-ople (of both mim and womankind) will
go about the stre. ts during the next thtee
days their head s aching witii that yearly
problem. Their friends ale so many and
their jKieketbooks are so lean. The very rich
and the very |o >rhave le^a trouble utaitit the
matter. The laborer's wile, anxiously choos¬
ing a wooden monkey in a cellar near the fer¬
ries for the baby, knows the baby will be sat¬
isfied ; it is bom into the »"las*, blessed at
least m that it expects nothing. The million¬
aire's wife, driving Iroin biic-a-btac shop to

jcweiiei's, tatlie* a long list of expectant
Ineml*, und carelessly ticks them oil with,
costly uaeleae baubles. Hut it is tlie middle
class tho people with small iufoinea, culti¬
vated tastes and wann affection*, who
Usually lind Christmas and it* requirement*
us mucii of a pain as u pleasure. They think
that on this one day of the year poverty
should cease to grind. Why should nof the
poor clerk, peering wisf!'nlly iu Ihe shop
window, be able to buy his b y the bi>oks
w hich he wants so much T The poor cleik's
wife scans his shabby coat nnd .pinchbeck
watch. She measures his worth with that of
meaner, more lucky men. She would haue
his leau limbs with broadcloth and gold, like
theirs, if she could. Why must he be Lazarus
in r.iirs to-d.iv while Dives in purple holds
high holiday f On this of nil days of ihe
year, the birthday ot Christ, who made nil
men equal1 Even sober, miserly Deborah
Franklin bought her husband a china bowl
and silver spoon, because " surely he was

"wotihy, il any man living was, to eat no
" more on tin." It is t Ispggarly sonl which
is never seized on Christmas time with n nodi
frenzy of giving, and it is one of the hardest
riddle* of the year's poverty why money
should stand in the way when our true
love would show itself through some little,
token.
The only an.*wer to the riddle is that per¬

haps we make too much of the mere giving of
tokens on Christmas. If we have the money,
let us spend if. It is worth while to scrimp*
and save a month or two Inter, to make this
one crowning day of tho year happier for a

child or a frieud. Hut if we have not money
without it, and keep Christmas still.

Our friend is not less our fnend because we

do not give him a book or a bit of old Sat>
suma. Tea to one we have never said a single
word lo him in our lives which would hint our

hearty appreciation for him, which alone makes
book or erockery of value. We Americans
are lavish of moiiey, but utmost us niggardly
as our English cousins in our words or sign*
of aii'ec'ion or sympathy. Old Andrew Jack¬
son's ''eleventh commandment," lo "mind
"your own business," is practised by
most well-bred Americans more rigor-
om iy t! in all of the others. When a man

in this country once sets about his life's work
of making a living he has no time to be pick¬
ing uj> tri. nil* or going about* into the high¬
ways and byways to show sympathy with
¦ouch or tempted souls. It is uncivil, med¬
dling, according to bis code. There may be
too much in any man's life of this teticence
and dread of intrusion into tbe live; of others,
and there can be no better time than this for
each of us to consider whether there has not
been too much ol it in ours.

A *cw mom ha ago a clergyman in a parish
in Canada die i, as our readers will recollect,
of starvation; In- went in aud out among his
parishioners to tho last, but owing to this let-
alone policy of good-bret ding nobody asked
tic cause ot hia pallor and »unken jaws until
it waa too late. There are other kinds of
starvation than those of the body, hints of
which we sec about us every day, and they
are the kind which well-hied and good Chris¬
tian people stand aloof from aud let alone.
How many a young man ia there to-day in
this aud every great citv, who has come up
from some poor home followed by the prayers
of father and mother; who ia lighting day by
day temptations which will ruin him, body
and houl, if he yields, and from which
proper companionship will save bim. He ia
utterly friendless and alone. lie goes to
church, und the crowd of wcil-meaniiig
worshipper* brush past him without a

word. He goes to hia work, and hia em¬

ployer puts bun side at night as he doea
his ledger, as a tool, not a human being.
Would not a word of sympathy, a cordial in-
vitariou, a little womanly internet.if our

reader la a woman.bs of more value here
than any gift w hich money could buy t In our
circle of aeqmuutancew, m our own households
ia then- no tired woman, no man with whom
the wotld has dealt hardly, to whom we have
often felt impelled to bold out our hands
with beartv good-wiH, but have not done itf
Th. boy youder, rough, dixrderly, chatter
iag of bwse-lrull, gitta* the Cheatre.his

raiod is not »11 full of guns nnd han-
balls; there are beneath hin immature dn aitis.

hopp«. pasalrms. Whet does his falber know
of them? What bns he tried to know? How

many words of reul recognition during this

year has he epokcn to the Ltd to win In* con¬

fidence, to get bis bend uj-on the rudder of Iiis
lilot There is the mother at the head
of the tablo. All the ehildreu know what
she has d..io for tliem; they know that nobo.lv
ran take her place to them in all their lives.
Hut ilo they say sot
Let tin try the vnlne of another and better

giving than money this Christmas. If th- re

is a word of cheerfulness or encouragement,
which, if we were dead, we woiiltl wish we had
spoken, let us apeak it now. It there is one

htimiui snul whom we can help in his tight
against his worse, self, let us help him on

thia Christmas time in the name of the Brother
of us all.

OOfjra rp with nit: run:.
The Mercantile Library Association, as we

me .fumed some days aim. finds ifsell too far
sway from its customers and will soon follow
tliem up town. For many years it has been
laying by money for a building fund. It has
obtained a desirable piece of ground, and in a

¦hofci time we hope to see this excellent and
vigorous society comfortably and coramodi-
ottsly lodged, with ample spice lot u- increas-
ing treasure* ntid pleasant MM lor the
readers. The building in Astor-pbiee Mill th-n
lie for sale, and commerce a ill absorb the last
leHfl of a once fashionable and hviiliatit
quarter.
The change is lueviLuble, Mil New-Wirkers

who can remember the Reflect of the city
thirty or forty years ago, and the excitements
which agitated society at that remote period,
will lament the disappearance of I Imilding
so tilled as the Asior Place Opera'House still
Ls with interesting and curious associations.
The tinted Columns which now divide the al¬
coves of the lilirary once surrounded the audi¬
torium ot one of the prettiest temples of
¦Mil ever erected in America, and nt the
other end of the l>uiiding, where the voice of
the auctioneer resonntia, the li .nd-oiic tenor,
Benedctlr, pot of tne public and plague of
nil managers, u.sed to till the stage with his
imposing presence. When the project of an

opera house in Astor-place was fir*»t broached
many people regarded it as hazardous, not to

say chimericaL " It is qnife doubtful," wrote
a well-known journalist and critic, " whether
" the public will support an estublishinecit so

"far from the centre of things." Audiencis
ioiincl it eonveineiil to tlir..|ig <*:i-tl«¦ (tarden,
or I'alino's Opera House in CliimlHis-sf., op*
I>osile Ihe Citv Hal!, or t!ie Fark Theatre, op*
posile the prei»clit. Post OlHce. All those er-

tabhshments were tlien u.-ed for Italian Opera,
and MMMM of going so far up town as

A«toi-place was hardly less daring than would
be a proposal now to remove the Academy of
.Music to the nenrhboi hood of the Lenox Li¬
brary. The house was built by a stock com¬

pany, the shareholders (ot whom wo beffeVC
then were 150) havim; certain lights
in freu admission, less extensive, how-
evei, than those enjoyed tit the exist¬

ing Ai adeiiiy. Toe LtMMJ was opt ned
on the 83d ot November, 1M7, under tlie

managt tiietit ot St .-mir l'atti, father of mt dint
Adelina ; with him was associated as partner
I BignOf Satiij'iirico. w ho was tln u probably the
ts-st known of the local speculators in music.

'Hie maestro and conductor was Antonio Ba-
rili, stepson of Signor P:tti, and, until quite
lately, a popular music-teacher in this city.
The work chosen for the inauguration was

" Kmaiii.'' Of all the artists concerned in the
ii pit senlatioii, only the piima donua, Sigoor»
Trufli, has left a reputation. Then; was

a l.mi..us quarrel then raging, both in the
law-p ipt i s and in the Court of Chancery,
betwi en the managers and the tenor, BoOO*
deili, and it was late in a not veiy prospt mj
season liefore the popular favoiite was brought
upon the boards. To tell the truth, the ordi¬
nary performances of opera in Now-York at
tins date wi re but make-shift affairs, credita¬
ble noithtr to the impresario nor to the pub¬
lic. The dissensions ot the green-room weie

displayed betöre the curtain with u frei MM
which would now be thought astonishing.
Managers, travelling about with incompetent
troupes, visited New-York, Boston and Phila¬
delphia impartially, and found in the
unsophisticated und inartistic public of
all three cities what William H. Fry,
in TrtE Tutbum:, called "the most
" lankly verdant of live pastures/' No
musical Reason was thought to be complete
without 1 row. The manager who succeeded
Patti had a sensational dispute with his artists
whin- in Philadelphia, and carried it upon the
stage, where a delighted audience contributed
Ills-rally to the uproar. The interchange ot
abusive letters between managers and jour¬
nalists was an ordinary incident of operatic
discords, both parties perhaps regarding it as

a good advertisement. L'ufriendly critics were

frequently excluded by force Iroui the tin iti.-,
and the courts were over and over again
required to decide whether a man who had pnul
for a ticket could lawfully be turned out of
the house for not liking the perfnriti.iiirc.
A ditic who rondeinncd the playing of Si-
von was forbidden to enter the coucert-
rootn. Another having found fault with
PoweiS1! Greek Slave, nearly all the leading
ni lists of New-York united iu a public state¬
ment that they considered the criticism to
be inspired by ignorance and malice. The
jealousies and intrigues of singers were taken
up by the andiences, and factious were formed
on both sides of the footlights. We thought
that the publicity given to certain operatic
disagree incuts during the last season was
scandalous enough, but it was nothing to tin-
disturbances of thirty years ago, when the so¬

ciety of New-York was much like hat of a g«s-
siiiping and scandal-loving village. It was a

runkly verdant livo pasture iudeed. When
the new opera house opened, it was thought
jirooer to advertise that no lady would be ad¬
mitted unaccompanied by a gentleman.
Strange to say, however, although the meth¬

ods of management were primitive, there was

no lack of good artists. Jenny Lind was

closely followed by Alboni, by Bosio, and by
Stcffuiione. Henri Hera was hero with Sivori.
I'.\p' ii-ivo companies engaged for Havana
visited New-Y'otk for a few weeks on tbeii way
from Kurope, and what they lost here they re-

coveted in Cuba. Arditi, who came with some
of these troupes, was much employed ami
highly popular in New-York, in the triple cbut -

acter of compuner, conductor, and violinist, la
1852 we find notice of the appearance, at
a miscellaneous musical enteitaiunieiit, of
a child bj the name of Ad.-liua Putti, whom
Thk Tuibi nk's critic declared to be " really
"must extraordinary"; aud about the same

date tho concert bills used to contain the
name of a " Master T. Thomas," who played
the violin. This lad waa said to bo very
clever and a somewhat ambitions,.Judgment
which time seems to have confirmed. It la
not to be understood, howover, thai the Astor
Place Opera House MMMst lot aay consider¬
able period a centre of musical acüvitx.

Handsome and well MMW0i, it w«« nt vrr-

thelra* au unfortunate establishment. Tlie
first ex|Hiitueiits with Italian opera ended
di.-utstroualy. Next rarne the Maen ady
cngagi in-nt. w ith the famous riot, in May
184!). und the dreadful Heenes of bloodshed.
Max Marefxck manapil one prosperous oporu-
miisou nfter that; und at the begriming of

he was giving a brilliant serie« nf per¬
formance* with Htefranone, Snlvi. Martni r»nd
others, while ilo.-no and Bettini, with Arditi
for conductor, led an ODpOtnUpaj company at
N'ihlo'a. This was a cutthroat competition,
with the price of admission at fifty etat-, and
it could have only one r.-snlt. There never

was anv more opera at Asl-r-plare. Gustavus
V. Brooke tried the -.talwart drama there
for a little while, and then Mr. Nihlo,
having leased the house, introduced
" Donetti's comic troupe of performing
" dogs and monkeys.'" The stockholders
tried to save the reputation of the theatre by
an injunction plendinir that monkejs did not

belong tn the " respectable drama ".which all
theatre-goers know to lie a mistake. They
were defeated in the courts, and tbe adver¬
tisement* were thereafter varied by the an¬

nouncement that "Douetti's highly u-.i- ta-
" ble company of trained animals"' would ap¬
pear every evening nntil further notice.
Stn-h was the inglorious end of the opera

house. N'o other trained anrmal«, biped or

qnadrnped, chose to follow the monkeys, and
the Mercantile Library Association acquired
the property the next year.

In the meantime the building of tLc
\< .idem- of Mu-ic was going on. The Astnr
Place Opera BOOM failed, utter a trial of ouly
four years and a half, not liecause it was

"too tar from the centre ot thim;*,M but be¬
cause it was too small. It had only about
1,000 seat* in the ptiiquette and Iwnes, and
GOO in the upper gallery. The projectors of
the new establishment certainly did uot refloat
the error of their predecessors, for they pro¬
vided for audiences of nearly .">,000 persons.
But it has already begun to appear that they
Wert not can lul enough to keep near "the
" centre of thing-." The up-tiile has carried
the population far away ftp** Fouitt? nth-->t.
and Irvinir-place, and unfortunately the great
Academv is left in a pejajtfttaj olT the course of
trade, so that if cannot readily la? made
available f.»r other purposes when a removal
become* necessary. An opera house, however,
may very well ii>nri*li in a sonn win'

remote locality. It Is the resort of people of
ni' ans and leisure, to whom the distance is
not a great objection. The larger of the Lon¬
don opera houses (Covcnt Garden) 4M much
more out of the way than ours, and isditlicult
of access la-siib«, but the situation seems to

btt no Iii id in <. to fa p. o jk i ity. For many

years to come our Academy will no doiilit be

readily filled win never an impresario is pre¬

pared with a reasonably good entertainment.

' SKruxa .t.% EXAMPLE.*
One of the ablest as well ;i< the most con-

| ah 'it of the religious press, The < lacayo Ad-
tame*, has a considerate artiile on the
subject of a TnritPNE on Sunday. It deplores
the publication mainly on the ground pf a ten¬

dency to the yet more general seciilari/atton
ot the day; and concludes:
We prefer, r itlicr to t Jink flint I'm: TituicxK 1ms la-en

fr.inu.illr «cik< nlm: tinner tho drift of popular senti¬
ment, ami that our lest ra-nple tjennelve* sre to

blsme, In not making their novations ou

this subject known aud felt more emphatically.
V. k.le we regret tust The ramrHE eoatd not stem the

tld-. we regret m ire that all the 1'hrlellan people of the
laud do not e ak > : rh.- nu|so lance of till., matter nnd
nun tfe* Ilde, aa t'jcy might and ought, lu the opposite
direction.
The mistake of 7"Ac Advance is in its belief as

to what "the convictions of our best pt-'le"
are. If the people who maintain our

churches, and constitute the best part of
New-York, did not want Sunday uews-

paiiers, Thk TstlMlal would never have
la-en printed ou Sunday, nor would sev¬

er**! <»i the other journals tbat preceded it
in that course. It is solely because "the
" Christian people" <d New-York read Sun¬
day newspapers, sustain them and in-
m-t upon having them, that aeveral
ot them are printed. If is an entirely safe
statement that the church members in New-
York who do not read Sunday papers are the
minority, not the majority, and the same

thing is true (in many of the denominations,
at l',i*f) of the church officers. A num¬

ber of the wannest letters ol congratulation Thk
Trim xk has received raj it* .-«itmlnv issue have
lain from ministers. Within the past tiftcen
vi ars the whole temperof the Christian commu¬
nity here on this subject haschanged. Oneot our

most respected iownsmcti. Oov. E. J). Morgan,
may be mentioned as a type of thousands who
never thoiiL-Iit of looking at a Sunday paper
then, and never think of getting along with¬
out one now.
We are uot now discussing tlie right or

wrong of this change. That ia the
lut-iness rather of the religious than
of the secular press; and the result
of faster teaching thus far is that a

majority ot their constituency read the Blflejkfj
papers. We have been quite in tlie
way. for years past, of receiving kindly
expressions from prominent church people
who were glad of the example re were

setting in uot publishing on Sunday.
We made it a rule to reply by ask¬
ing,

" What Sunday {taper do you
" read f In not three cases out of a

hundred did we fail to get the admission
that tlie very person who had been praising
our example himself bought and read
from one to three daily papers every Sunday.
We have not thonght it needful, wo may re¬

peat, to argue to such people the right or

wrong of the publication we have been finally
forced to undertake. We may veutuie, however,
to close this brief an ich- by printing a few
sentences from a private letter recently re¬

ceived from the surviving sister of Mr. Greeley.
Oi conrse, it was written without a thought
of publication i

1 must tell you how I rejoice in Tux klvost
Tiubiti*. We were all aax.oos to sea it.
It was a real delight to mv aged eyes. You
know that 1 should have beeu the first to
complain of any departure from the plan of Urn
dear t'ouuder, *aui 1 could slmost see the
face of the dead light up with ley aa hia eyes ran dowu
the Interesting- columns, kas, if he knows, he Is
pk-ased.

PBOPPIXG VP MlSSIOX XErTspjpEBS.
A question is Just now csiting out a brisk discus¬

sion in rebgious circles, concerning which the pub-
1 i-hers anil readers of secular Journals are h kely to
hold decided opinions. It is this. Large aiinia. ss we
all know, are contnbuted Sunday after Sunday by
good Christians of every denomination tu sustain
foreign missions. A proportion nf this faud is de¬
voted by the managing boards to the priuting, edit¬
ing, and gratuitous circulation nf Hum nibsaiouary
papers here among people who are already
Christians. On* Board appropriated last year
S4.843 of its funds to such a pnrpose,
aad others nearly aa large a sum.

Objectors to this plan urge that this money was
contributed by Individuals, by women and ehitdreu
usually, far the definite purpose of carrying the
gospel to th* heathen, and that the Board*
have not aha right la apply it to th*
distribution of secular ni religious news among

that mrpw, In a wonl, fbry th ok »f g< o.l pnliey
t.) halt with -\ herring in cab h a whale

It Is han'i.v the province of Tils TsiBt'sri-: to pro¬

nounce upon tho moral question involved. Tbe
Hoard* u'wnva hare claimed the fig'it lo use. tb«
tnorpy 'ontribnfed in the war in Win h. according to
theirown judgment, the desired ends will r.. a.f lined.
Ilenre there is a good dey| of di* Ml nicy between
their irlea of foreign mlMion work and tKftt of the
mlinnrv churchgoer. The poor widow In
the Tillage crutch drops her re;irlg dollar
in the hp and mm borne c.ih n'arm/

how ninnr actual Itib'ei it wi I pnt
in the harnt« of actual MMN MH the wiser
Bo.wl see fh« long line of connecting links, officer*,
secretaries and clerks; tlie missi inarv, his wife,
children and servant*, their clothes, hntise-
hold eTperscs, food, cods of travelling,
etc., etc., which lie between ti e widow and the
Hilde in «he hand* of heathen* ; the dollar hridges
orer a very little bit. of tlie wav. There ia much to

be aaid on both side* of this question, aa to what is

right and politic ami honest, tint it tn not for TWU
Tb Bt'N e to say it. If concern* only fl.e r uitnbutor
and tlie «pender of the money.
But concerning the gratuitous distribution of

missionary papers we have a right to an opinion,
and we very much question the policy of sich n

plan. These papers are, as a mis, of
old stunning, some of them from fifty to

seventy years. Now a paper of seventy years of

aae, if worth anything, must be se;f->npi*irring: n

paper of n-iy age to lie worth anything innsf lie self-
enpportitiff. -Secondly.Those papeis are dbv
tributed gntnitonsly, not among irreligious
people, for they are not likely to giro to

miss ons in any case; bnt invariably to pen¬
holders in churches, a class who if they take
any interest in the subject are able and willing to

pay for information about it, and who are much
more )ikelr to value information and be gmdesl
by opinions which they have voluntarily sought
and for which they have honestly paid. Thirdly.
These newspapers do not con line themselves
to giving reignim information ; tbev are made
attractive by secular news, taken from secular
newspap-rs. which paid for it. To take money

given to send the MM*! to the heathen and use

it for the giatuitnns distribution of such matter

may he a generous wav of conducting business, but
it Is not what oir Western friends would call
" clean or square.''

i Iii: v UtM8 "ff CSBI8TM 18,
There is somewhat of a ut lttanaii and work-a-ilav

atv le sbout the shop windows of Broadway from
the Battery up to F<nrfeenth-st. There are so many

of them never lighted up ; so many which exhibit
only solemn, mechanical merchandise not too gcsid
f .r human nafnre's daily fowl; saddles and hats
n:id drugs Ml medicines, tools, guns, cane.-, and the
latest filings in sim king tobacco. There are glories,
if is true, of meerschaum pipes and of foreign fruits;
the chemists are freqneni lv prismatic ; and there
is a sort of border-land of faery, io
which the liorbem' shops oie expensive a#l
ornate, and the great hotels make an im-
pre-sion through their looped and windowed
frontage. IIt* and there, too, in lower Broadway
there is » print sOnp doing mi-sionary work among
MMHMttJg buyers and sellers; or a book shop
with long lots of gilded bindings, the very luxury
of transi .mtciif toolitvr. Ü99B the sidewalks are

t! e cxt nip iri/edemporiums.one iow, loag shelf is

all the yeivro which these trailers under the canopy
of tae sky can ciminand.these, traffickers m

dingy ph dngruph«. dusty eon feet lottery, cheap
music, toy gymnasts nnd cough candy. There is
enough to imiise, enough to nib-em from dnlness
this side the sqnare ; and so there is on earth this
side of heaven. But we are coming now whore the
Aladdins of the retail trade have lishted lamps more

magical than Kdisoii's; where traffic take* on rain¬
bow hues; where the goods gleam and glow and
flash, and soft and fi.-ry colors answer each other
ah over the magical di-play. Evidently the popu¬
lation knows what is pretty, and ia here to confirm
and increase its know ledge.
The lesson which a philosopher would gather frotn

all this sparkling aud spicy variety would be that
man (as weil as woman and child) wants a great
leal lore b. low. Well, it would l>« but n dull
Christmas if the tree of Santa Clans lsare bnt one

kind of fruit. If the little ones yearn for rattles
thev also pine for straws, and we.why, onr rattles
must be louder, an I of many tones, and our straws
tourer, and of reany colors. The contented >oul
makes a free market, and lays in Imperial snrpdes
wherever it goes. Here is g bit of the celestial pave¬
ment behind tlie great, flawless sheet.if is almost
a sea of gl iss. They have esnght the snn-

ravs and put theni Into the little prisons-
diamond and nihy, emerald and amethyst.this
glorious array of cormscations, each in its worthy
nm of yellow paid I '1 hese are all ours. We who
g:<ze at the window may take possession without
fear of the policeman. They were brought from
the bowels of the earth expressly for thia hour and
for us. That we might enjoy the luxury of this mo¬
ment, snd till 0111 selves at this feast of the eyes,
the poor minor delved in Calilornia; the supple
diver went down under tbo waters*of the Persian
Gulf; the swart negro plashed and peered and pad-
dlcsl in lhe Brazilian nv.rn. And here they are.

ali for us, the millionaires of the moment, the heirs
of an hour! Dainty dames may have them, but it
will be aticr jis. 1'bey will sparkle iu saloon and
boudoir, but they sparkled first tor ns in theMM
They will be bidden away iu caskets and cloistered
in strong boxes, but just now tlv y are for all tho
world. Look your fill, for that is all their future
owner can do; ami we are going away presently to
fresh lalda of the faif aud fine, and to uew pastures
of presents. And so good-hy to the lapidary's
window.once we are gone, there will be nothing
left iu it but secoud-liand merchandise.
Shall wo take further view of our possessions?

Hut they are too many for us; ami what if we

should go mad, as some havo done, at such embar¬
rassment of riches f Shall we taper off from this
inehnety of the optic nerve by a look at the solids
an-1 substantial* f lb-re are the tools with which
some young carpenter will roconstnict his mamma's
furniture, and be chastised to redness for his uic-

cbuuic il ingenuity! Here are the blocks with
which he will build a temple, and thou he will poll
it down, the young Samson Animates ! Here are
the how and the arrow, which may prove fatal to
the eyes of the nursery mauls! the rocking-horse
which shall balk the siesta of the irate lodger on
the door lo low! Here ia the bat, snd » ith it the ball,
which will go flying through some pi ate-gl ass win¬
dow Here an: the balloons, which will n il .p.c and
molt into air, thin air, aud very had-snicliing air at
that! Hen hut ouongh of sights ! The shopmen are

turning off the gas ; the tired salesmen and sales¬
women an- putting on their* hate; the curly heads
are pressing their pillows, and dreaming of Christ¬
inas ; the enterprising proprietor is computing the
day's profits ; the rich are wondering how they
shall spend their money for gifts, anil the poor bow
they shall gel inouey to apeud for the same. Mean¬
while, merry Christmas comes on apace! Let ns

tune our voices and tram onr hearts and hands to
weh nine :t! L l us give the foielock of Tune a

vigorous twist, aad be glad with somcth ng more
thau punctuality!

The petition which is now before tlie Mayor for
the appointment of a third Commission to lay out a

rapid transit route fur the Weste bester district de¬
mands Mr. Cooper's most careful attention. The
first and the second Commission were failures.
\\ i s;, In st, r, however, is in cre.u need ot u roiid, not

only to bring the poopre of toe new wards within
easy ieach of their baainoas, but to serve aa a wbole-
souH) check to the Harlem Company upon which
they aru now entirely dependent. There oaa be no
doubt that tho development of the towae jnas
across tue Harlem Uiver baa been seriously impeded
by tho lack of facilities for communloatioa
with the lower part of the city, and that
the property-holdera who an now apply¬
ing for relief have a Just claim to prompt atten¬
tion. In the selection of Commissionan Mr. Cooyor
Christiana who are perfectly well able to pay for
their news of both kinds. The Boards Insist eat their
aide that as the object o^hese missionary organs hi
to stir up the people lo users geaacos» sets at liber¬
ality, they are Joailflad in ujlug the mousy tat

mna» be careful to name men who represent the
intora.fs*nf »he people of the iew ward*, and
to avoid all *ppt arawcc of roaenltiog the ajtefcej ot
those vlio de-ica to prevent competition. If he find
any good re-.sori for mi ning over the gentl< me*
siig.-este 1 t-i lii-.n r-.y rb^ \ elfhirers it ler-st ... hi in

-.ptwSut perfectly up ight ».id unp;-«j e one
.« bo \. dl r!o their boat to give We*t< heVer a good
rapid transit route without delay.
We have received a uuiuber of -*oi.> plaints

from an iscriliers who think tho Sunday laatui of
fur T'.iarst. ilioiild have been mailed to them. We
as-inmd that slllsy nb -ra at a ili-ta'o. n il
want it, run1 except where mat meted
to the contrary, have tent it soirdit.sd

I' I"- *¦. ¦¦ .an* flutt readers at coun¬
try (joints near by, petting tbe other kssae*
by mail within a few honrs of the pub-

¦u, would want Sunday's paper, which,
owing to the imperfect Sunday mail service,
could only reach them at the same time
with, or a few hours in advance of
Moiida .'s. fn all sni h cases, therefore,
wo do not forward it save on special notice
tbat it is wanted.

It looks like the merriest Christ mas since the war

Congress has gone home for three weeks, and the
womeii-onitrage agitators have been no derelict In
their devotion to fhe cause aa to allow the members
to depart wifhoaf any measnre for the emancipa¬
tion of the sex to meditate upon during the holi¬
days. Perhaps the leaders of tbe movement are

»i s. onrnged temporarily by the disappointing resn.lt
f r';e r. r II -Um experiment. No women w»re

I 'll on I hat occasion, and the failure to elect is
said to have heen raueed by " sharp practice
thai i- the bertid phrase used.on the part o! some
of the emancipators to defeat the ambition of ethers.
I nis was copying the partisan iu> tlnels of tbe
"mere mcu " ia a snot kingly durcouiaging manner.

General fira'it m ist ocessi mailt* entertain hos-
iil- scntiuients for the nun who invented hand¬
shaking.

_

Two things are clear about the Christmas buying
this year: There is more of it tbau there.has been
for neailv twenty years, and il is citri ied on through
more mud than there has beeu ou the surface of
thiUL's since Broadway waa a eon-paili from the
Bettor* te) Fourteei'tb-st. The ».licht f ill of snow

on Thursday and Friday made, with the lo: g a. cu¬

mulation of dirt iu tlte streets, a sticky paste, which
coveted the cross-walks, and was speed.Iv carried
by the multitude of feet upon the sidewalks, so that
by noon on .Saturday every sidewalk on tbe busy
SUM * was thickly coated with mud. The wa tfarer,
if a woman, soon feand her akins :>dorn*d with a
wo ine'. bonier of fi th. which had niso completely

setts**: 1 er tus t«. More fortunate man could roll up
his trnwsers and emerge fmrn the straggle With no
worse eviefWlaae than a pair of Imots which looked
as if they had Iteeu fi l owwig a plough, i'eihaps
Mayor Cooper baa a deep design n. p-minting this
Stale ot tknars, fir mm have radical views on the
subject nt woman's dress and ui.iv take tins way to
force the sex into B loonier to.-tuine.

Inability to comb ne seem* to be the main obsta¬
cle to harmony b-t »reu Mr. Tal tuago und bis op¬
ponents.

_

There is one strong piece of evidence that Getier»!
Grant dues not dceire a third term iu (bis pro onged
I'fil.idelpiiia demenstr.it.oo. The festival ha* b*en
in prngri ss lor a wi ck, aud he lias uot yet ki»rcd a
bafiy.

_

The evidence iu tbe elevated railway inquiry calls
beak attention to tbe generous outlays which the
«Mctroi»Jtiiau L'oiuuany made for fhe accommoda¬
tion of the pu die. there is not in ihe world u Let¬
ter equipped rail way f nan this. Nearly even thing
has bct-n dotie to enable the pa-sengcr to travel not
enly comfortably, but luxuriously. Yet, strangely
enough, m.s same company, which spent money in
so royai a way, decline* to make one improvement
wtiien, trivial as it is, is a constant source of aunny-
auee to its pa irons, it declines io transfer from the
passage of exit to the p .stage ot entrance tbe box
for the reception ot ticke,«. The passenger is eom-

pelled to ho.d his tirket till the end of his journey,
when tie might lie spared the annoyance v ilhout
expense or loss to >he company. If the
receiving box were placed in tl.e pu>s.ige-
way through which the passenger goc* on the way
to the tram, hia ticket could be dropped the second
sfier its purchase ami bis care ot it euded. Ibis
would be as much nf a check on thieving employee
a* it is to have the box at the etfhaf end ot me
iouruey. It wnnhl save all tbe delays whn b now
arise Hum tin- obsti ui tioti ot the ahs« nl-uuuded
ptia-eng T in search of bis mn-laid ticket A com-

puny winch builds IHBL6M stations michf to l»s
able to grant ibis Might favor in eider io inaite
their grateful patrous comp.elely happy,
A recent pilgrim from Dos ton to this dreadful ettf

b:u retuttied to tbe classic shades ol his bom :>io-

foundly agitated by the deplorahlu iguoian e he
discovered here, lie has stated the facts iu a

mournful t.ird in the newspapers, ami an.eng fhetn
are these : lie foutiA au inteiligeut business man

who knew nothing ubout Fnier.soii, and another one,
also intelligent, who all hia life had been confound¬
ing Dr. Holmes wttb a tutor of his youth who '.>. re a

similar name. Both men were told ot their crimi¬

nal ignorance, by the Boston man, who left them
hushing with hmuiltati ii. This is sad, truly aad.
Yet instances ot ig a'm-sst as rt»-,anrho|y
have Is-en heard ol rul.r tlie -haslow s ot 1.^-
ton itself. Not I ngaa* a visitor to those parts
-poke t f Tuk Taint si in the presence of an 6 tn-
aaMlgesH business man ¦ who bad lived eritMtj
ai'.'ht of Ibsston all his 1 fe, aad was sotm-what
t.ken aha. k by the sumnscd mquity : "What
Trtbl-sk. Til Ni.w-YoHK Tavnr.\af Does thut
ainrtt now f Why. I rhought Greeley was dead.

tEliSOSAL.

Mrs. James, the widow of G. P. It. James, tbe
novelist, h» living at Kau-Claire, Wts. Shs is now

a woman uf eighty years, and is cared for by her
sons.

Ex-Governor Seymour has in his s!tidy nt Deer-
field n aplciidid library, a distinctive feature of
which ia a collection of biographies of American
st.'klesrnen.

Tbe grave of CoLiucl William S. Hamilton* son of
Ale viraler Hauiilren. has jtist uow, after lying on

marked for t weuty-aiae years under the Sac nun» nto

shy, biaiu headed by a grauite slab,
Mr. liuskin's opinions about architecture tin not

grow leas positive. " 1 care a* more," be writes,
"about any modern churches or church furniture
tbau about the dree-scene at Drnry lainc.uut so

much, iudeeaL if lbs truth were ail tohL"
Among Mrs. Dinah M ma Miiloek Cratk's pretty

poeius there is uons prettier lhau "Philip, mv

King." Few of iho-e who read ami are loud ol this

Er e nf ViTSe ktlOW that the bah» It ghirities is now
r. I'm lip fl ii. ke Macston, the blind poet, lie is

Mrs. Craik's gocLson.
The Abl e" Lisxt fuu lately been visiting Some, and

talking with Miss Brvws.er showed himself plruacd
to hear tbat his music s played and appreciated ia

the Cnited States. "Ys*." besaht. "Ill alwaj * recall
with pleasure that twenty years and more ago,
when mv music was little cared for iu Lnrope it
was played aad liked in your country."
M. Alphorns« Dandet, ths antherof .The Nabob"

and " Sidonie." sod row. perhaps, tbe French
writer, after Hugo, moat popular in America, is a

man Still in hia forties. lie is a handsome man,
blue-eyed, with bhiode hair, and ts kindly, charm¬
ing in his manner*, and very heartily liked by hie
brotho. writers.
The late VI at Nahte William John Cavendish

.Si-ott-bVntiuck. fifth Duke of Portland,* speut
mach of his time aad a great part of bia iuroaie in

putting his magnificent seat oi Welberk Abbey ia
tbo meet perfect order fur receiving ,..».

teitaiiiug guest* tn ducal style; but owing
mainly to the state nf his hsaltb, be kept no com¬

pany, snd gave uo eutertalmnents on any occasion.
Hundreds of taborers srere employed umm hi* es¬

tate nt good wages, but ou ose ende
tion.no oue was to speak to htm or salute
hi ns. Th* man who touched hi* hat was at
once d is*. haigeaL The village duett* aud the pa*»
son bad the same order*. The teuaeta wars in>
fonncst of the Duke's wishea, and if they met hint
tbev were tw paas Ul»n "aa they would a tree," The
Duke'i Uf* was » seal oust during the latter halt of
It he sufirarod from the most frightful ilussaae, l*p»
roay. which be contracted tu the Hbly Laud.
ST. Prraaaat ava, Dee, 20.. 1 ha Caaxlua's general

health still oaaaea anxiety.
LoJtDoa. Dee, 'JO.^A dispatch from Berlin to The

(>f**s says i -1'rlaoa Baesuarch t« sgalu sevegety
ailing of rheUBaatlam."
PAJua. Deo* aMs»~Latoe ChoU«ao, ageeteae to hat

abasad she ttoa*i*c Fraaesi, wbieh


